God’s Heart for the City
22,000 Souls

Acts 17:24-28 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and

earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as
if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26
From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he

determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 27 God did this

so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far
from each one of us. 28‘For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own

poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’

How Does the Lord See the City
I have many people in this city
Acts 18:9-11 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking,
do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I
have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of
God.

Ninevah
Jonah 1:1-2 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of

Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”

Jonah 4:11 But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell
their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that

great city?”

Jesus wept over the city
Luke 19:41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it

A Passion for the City
Paul was distressed over the city
Acts 17:16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the
city was full of idols.

Open our eyes
John 4:35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.

Things that Move a City

A testimony of Christ’s involement

John 4:39-41 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they



urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more
became believers.

Miracles
Acts 8:5 -8 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 6 When the

crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what
he said. 7 With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were
healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.

Acts 5:12-16 The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people.
And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join

them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 14 Nevertheless, more and more
men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15 As a result, people
brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow
might fall on some of them as he passed by. 16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around

Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.

Acts 9:36-42 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas),
who was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died,
and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when
the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please
come at once!” 39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room.
All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that
Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he

got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.”
She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to
her feet. Then he called the believers and the widows and presented her to them alive. 42 This
became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.

Acts 9:32-35 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the saints in Lydda. 33 There
he found a man named Aeneas, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years. 34 “Aeneas,”
Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and take care of your mat.” Immediately
Aeneas got up. 35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.
The preaching of the word

Acts 13:42-45 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to
speak further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was dismissed,
many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with
them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole
city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled
with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying.

Acts 14:21-22 They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples.
Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and

encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the
kingdom of God,” they said.



